A Candid Declaration of the 0 zurck | 


known by the Name of he UniTas 


F RATRU M, relative to their Labour 


among the H. eathen. 


6 


T is not our intention to give, by this declaration, 


a detail of that ſhare of the labour among the 


Heathen, which the Lord hath in this century in a 
particular manner intruſted to the care of the Bre- 


thren' 8 church. 


WT are REFS” in the e of all hols 


who are friends of Jeſus Chriſt and of his kingdom, 


and are well known to the governments under whom | 
the Lord has planted us. 


Wæx can alſo confidently appeal to the 3 


which have been communicated to the public, with 


ſincerity and uprightneſs, concerning the ſucceſs of our 


labour; and we hope to continue from time to time 


to publiſh ſuch accounts to the glory of God, and to 


the; joy of all ſuch as w wiſh proſperity to his kingdom. 


Late of all is it our intention to demonſtrate to 
the well-diſpoſed and impartial public, what kind of a 
church it is, which is moved, yea conſtrained to make 
ſuch a declaration as this, The ancient epiſcopal 
church of the Brethren has not been unknown either in 
former or in latter times, to this reſpectable nation in 
general, and to the goyernment in particular, And we | 
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* 1 
hope, far the future, not to be found unworthy of 
the good teſtimony, that the Brethren endeavour, 
through the grace of God, to lead a quiet and pea- 
ceable life, every where, in all godlineſs and honeſty, 
and to exert themſelves, to the utmoſt of their power, 
tolive in peace with all men, and to prove a real bene- 
fit to every place and country where they dwell. 


Ix bleſſing of the goſpel, which our Lord has 
conferred upon the Brethren's church in ſeveral parts 
of the world, and among ſuch a variety of nations 
and languages, for near forty years laſt paſt, has been 
accompanied with many remarkable proofs of his infi- 
nite grace, and has been diſtinguiſhed upon many 
occaſions with the ſame ſtr.king effects, as appeared 
in the early days of chriſtianity, This manifeſt bleſ- 
ſing of the Lord, as is well known, gave occaſion, 
on the one hand, to fome, to praife and to commend 
the labours of the Brethren ; but on the other hand, 
it ſtirred up hatred and envy againſt us, which here 
and there was attended with unjuſt perſecutions, or | 
with an attempt to ruin our good name and character, 
by groundleſs and ſcandalous accuſations, according 
to the ſituation and principles of each of thoſe people, 
who made us and our actions the object of, their reflec: 
tion. The greateſt part of the latter ſort, who made 
it their buſineſs to deſtroy our good name, ' Exerted 
themſelves in publiſhing libels and virulent pamphlets 
againſt us, though the perſons who wrote, neither 
knew us, nor would give themſelves the trouble to 
get any way acquainted with our principles and 
practice; which, at leaſt, in ſome meaſure could have 
4 qualified them to form a right judgment of us. The 
| 7 8 aufnory | 


E 


authors of theſe libels were commonly profeſſed ene 


mies of the croſs, and of the ſimplicity that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus; whoſe leading principle ſeems, in many 
of them, to have been merely the love of filthy lucre : 


and, frequently, the only inducement to their abject 
and wicked undertakings, was to get money from 
the public by the ſale of their printed notorious falſe- 
ſhoods and forged and perverted relations, in which 
they endeavoured to eſtabliſh things as hiſtorical facts, 
which had no other foundation but their own mali- 


cious and unjuſt concluſions and imputations. 


Mos of the ſaid libels abroad were ſent into the 
world without name, as the authors were ſenſible, 
that the regard for the ancient Brethren's church, 


which had been eſteemed as a houſe of the Lord ſome 


centuries, as well before as after the great reformation, 
would expoſe the perſonal enmity thoſe writers bore 
towards ſome particular perſons among the Brethren, 


not only to the cenſure of ſome worthy Ds but even 
; to the contempt of the public. 


Tas i is however the leaſt and molt inſignificant cir- 


cumſtance, which could happen to us; for in follow- 
ing Chriſt we can expect nothing but to be deſpiſed, 


reproached and ill- treated by the world as ſuch ; it was 
the caſe of the Lord of glory himſelf, of his apoſtles, 


bo yea and of all the witneſſes of Jeſus from the DW 


"oh ning to this day. 


Bur what affected us more ſenfibly, and tended 
more to the detriment of the chriſtian church, was 
the oppoſition of ſome men of conſequence, who had 
their adherents and followers in the Proteſtant denomi- 
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nations abroad, aud whoſe envy and hatred was pro- 
voked to hoſtilities by the approbation and praiſes 


given by others to the work of God in the bands of 
the Brethren, 


: Soon after the laſt emigration of the Brethren out of 
Bohemia and Moravia, many Lutheran divines took 
it for granted, that the Brethren would not only join 

themſelves to the Lutheran conſtitution, but would be 
as it were entirely abſorbed therein, and conſequently 
that their exiſtence as a church would ceaſe, but they 


perceived, and were at length convinced, that the 


Brethren knew how to value their ancient church- 
conſtitution and l 


Tur late Ordinary of the Brethren's church, and 


ſome eminent divines, not of our pale, declared them- 


ſelves for the upholding and conſervation of this 
ancient church, and they cautioned the Brethren 
earneſtly not to ſuffer themſelves to be incorporated | 
inconſiderately into any other religious conſtitution, as 
they would probably find ſufficient reaſon to repent, 
when it might be too late, of having taken ſuch an 


unadviſed ſtep. 


Ar laſt, when the ee divines, who 
would have perſuaded the Moravian and Bohemian 
Brethren to join the Lutheran church, ſaw that epiſ- 
copal ordination was eſtabliſhed in the Brethren's con- 
gregations in Germany by means of the renowned re- 
formed divines D. E. Iablonſky and Sitkovius, both 
: biſhops of the ancient Brethren's church, it provoked 
ſome of them, who were not well verſed in the canon= 
law, to, take more upon them than they had done 7 
Gp before, 1 
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before, and to declare againſt the Brethren, an 4 at 
times to * forth as bitter . 5 


Our public declarations, that the doctrine of our 


church was diametrically oppoſite to that of abſolute 
reprobation, excited ſome reformed divines to exceed 


all bounds of chriſtian deportment towards us; ſo that 


as the former were ſtirred up againſt us on account of 
epiſcopal ordination; 
bear with us, than with other proteſtant denomina- 
tions, on account of the aforeſaid doctrinal tenet. 


the latter were leſs willing to 


Accordingly both commenced a controverſy, and be- 


gun to make it a common cauſe to act againſt the 


Brethren to the utmoſt of their power; and, as is 


cuſtomary in moſt controverſies, this was carried on 


with great vehemence, and accompanied with a mul- 


titude of abſurd imputations and ſcurrilities againſt us. 
Theſe have been ſince propagated in the world, repeat- 


ed and warmed up ad nauſeam uſque, without paying 
the leaſt attention to what the Brethren had to ſay for 
themſelves, or to what they had anſwered with the 
greatell regard to decency and truth. 


Tux Brethren bore this treatment as well as they 
could, but were thereby thoroughly convinced of the 
real value of the jewel of their own church conſtitu- 
tion, and ſaw evidently to what bondage of conſcience 
and tyranny they might have been expoſed, even in 
theſe Proteſtant conſtitutions, if our Saviour had not 
in a remarkable manner, as their faithful Shepherd, 
by his omnipotent hand prevented it, and alſo inclined 


the heart of the magiſtracy towards them, after th ey 


ue been — anew to endure various ſufferings, 
oppreſſons 
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oppreſſions and nn ſome of which were ſevere 


indeed. 


Bur to return to the proper aim of this declaration, 


we will barely recite the manner in which our oppo- 


nents have treated us, touching the converſion of the 
Heathen. | 


*, 
{ 


writings, that all that the Brethren had related, occa- 


ſionally of their labour among the Heathen, was no- 
thing but vain boaſting pretenſions and fiftions : but 
when ocular demonſtration, and the evidences of the 
grace of God among the Heathen, confuted theſe ca- 
lumnies in the moſt effectual manner, then our oppo- 
nents had recourſe to a new artifice, and begun to re- 
preſent the Brethren's labour in one and another place, 
as tending to the prejudice of the public good, that 
thus they might occaſion new letts and hinderances to 


che work of our Lord. 


Tais method was ; uſed firſt abroad, and we were 
| neceſſitated, in the year 1740, to publiſh a declaration 
concerning our labour among the Heathen; according 
to which, we have ſince then been judged and created 
by perſons of candour and undicfaading; 


Bur we have 10 ſome time paſt obſerved, thats even 
in England ſome writers have begun to repreſgnt us in 
the ſame odious light, (being miſled by the aforeſaid 
5 authors, without ever conſidering whether they had 
wrote truth or falſeſhoods) and have laid ſeveral things 


As chen our r antagoniſts were unwearied i in their 
endeavours to render the Brethren ſuſpeCted every 
where, they went even fo far as to tell the public in their 
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to our charge which have not the leaſt reference to as, | 
but are entirely r both to our . and 


practice. iv 
3 


Ir is a matter of the Senn importance to us, that 


the government and the whole nation may not be pre- 


occupied with falſe ideas, and thereby prejudiced 
againſt innocent ſubjects and uſeful fellow-citizens of ; 
the Engliſh dominions, 


Tur moſt pee reſpect for the government: 
and eſteem for the public, conſtrains us to publiſh, in 


Engliſh, the ſame declaration, which has ſpoken in 


our behalf for twenty-ſeven years paſt, in the con- 
ſciences not only of the goyernors, but of every candid 


and impartial perſon in the different countries abroad 
where we are known and ſettled; and this declaration 
hath been the ſtronger evidence for us, as it hath ap- 


peared that our practice and conduct i Is every where 
conformable to our words. ea 


We are at preſent actually engaged! in the K 
of the goſpel among the Indians in North-America, 


as alſo among the Negroes in Jamaica, Antigua and 


Barbadoes; and we muſt own that we have been, for 
ſeveral years paſt, defirous to publiſh the goſpel to the 
Heathen in ſeveral other Weſt-India iſlands belonging 
to the Engliſh government. We own we alſo ventured 
by the ſpecial encouragement of his Majeſty's Board of 
Trade and Plantations, to get amongft the Eſquimaux | 
in Terra-Labrador; and as we are maſters of their 


language, by means of our miflion in Greenland, we 


are ſtill willing to be ſerviceable to this very ſavage 


nation to the beſt of our ability, by bringing the goſ- i 


F. 


oppreſſions and perſecutions, ſome of which were ſevere 


indeed. 


Bur to return to the proper aim of this declaration, 
we will barely recite the manner in which our oppo= 
nents have treated us, Re the converſion of the : 


Heathen. 


o 
0 . 


As thaks:: our ate eie were unwearied i in their 
endeavours to render the Brethren ſuſpected every 


where, they went even ſo far as to tell the public in their 
writings, that all that the Brethren had related, occa- 


ſionally of their labour among the Heathen, was no- 
thing but vain boaſting pretenſions and fictions: but 
when ocular demonſtration, and the evidences of the 
grace of God among the Heathen, confuted theſe ca- 


lumnies in the moſt effectual manner, then our oppo- 


nents had recourſe to a new artifice, and begun to re- 
preſent the Brethren's labour in one and another place, 
as tending to the prejudice of the | public good, that 
thus they might occaſion new letts and hinderances to i 


the work of our Lord. 


Tais method was uſed firſt abroad, and we were 


neceſſitated, in the year 1740, to publiſh a declaration 
concerning our labour among the Heathen; according 


i to which, we have ſince then been judged and bene! E 


by perſons of candour and underſtanding, 


| Bur we have for hs paſt obſerved, that even 
in England ſome writers have begun to repreſent us in 
the ſame odious light, (being miſled by the aforeſaid 
authors, without ever conſidering whether they had. 
- wrote truth or falſcſhoods) and have laid ſeveral things 
| | to 
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to our charge which have not the leaſt reference to us; 


but are entirely contrary both to our — ang : 
8 | | 


N, 


Ir is a matter of the greateſt importance to us, that 


the g government and the whole nation may not be pre- 
occupied with falſe ideas, and thereby prejudiced 
againſt innocent ſubjects and uſeful fellow-citizens of 


the Engliſh dominions. 


19 
1 


TRE moſt profound rfl for the government 


and eſteem for the public, conſtrains us to publiſh, in 
Engliſh, the ſame declaration, which has ſpoken in 
our behalf for twenty-ſeven years paſt, in the con- 
| ſciences not only of the goyernors, but of every candid 
and impartial perſon in the different countries abroad 


where we are known and ſettled ; and this declaration 


hath been the ſtronger evidence for us, as it hath ap- 
peared that our practice and conduct 1 is wary” where 
L conformable to our words. 


We are at piebent actually . in the mint . 


of the goſpel among the Indians in North-America, 
as alſo among the Negroes in Jamaica, Antigua and 


Barbadoes; and we muſt own that we have been, for 


ſeveral years paſt, deſirous to publiſh the goſpel to the 
_ Heathen in ſeveral other Weſt-India iſlands belonging 


to the Engliſh government. We own we alſo ventured 


by the ſpecial encouragement of his Majeſty's Board of 
Trade and Plantations, to get amongſt the Eſquimaux 


in Terra- Labrador; and as we are maſters of their 


language, by means of our miſſion in Greenland, we 
are till willing to be ſerviceable to this very ſavage | 
nation to the beſt of our ability, by bringing the goſ- 


pel 
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pel of peace among them. Our miſſionaries at Tran- 


quebar, on the coaſt of Coromandel, have from thence 


viſited ſome of the Engliſh ſettlements in the Eaſt- 


Indies; and we have certain advice that they have 


| been kindly received and encouraged by perfons of 

diſtinction there, to apply thenifclves to the converſion 
of the Heathen in thoſe parts; and indeed our general 
call to the ſervice of the Heathen, - in all nations, does 

not allow us to be in any wile inattentive to any par- 
ticular call of that kind. 


Wr grant, that we cannot Inſure the ſucceſs of our 


5 undertakings, nor can we be more anſwerable for the 
conduct of our miſſionaries than were the apoſtles of 


the Lord, or the Lord himſelf for his meſſengers; but 


in this caſe we leave each to be anſwerable for his own 
conduct in all the circumſtances which may occur, 
| Herein we have a heart full of confidence to our dear 
Saviour ; and as we know that ſuch undertakings are 
attended with numberleſs difficulties, hinderances. and 
| ſeeming impoſlibilities, eſpecially at the firſt ſetting 
out, and are frequently undertaken by unlearned men, 
and ſuch inftruments whoſe appearance at firſt does not 
ſpeak much in their favour, it cannot be expected that 
the progreſs always anſwers the moſt ſanguine expecta- 
tions ; yet, upon the whole, we find the greater rea- 
ſon to look with wonder and gratitude at the good and 
| bleſſed iſſue with which our good Lord has been gra- 
 ciouſly pleaſed to crown our undertakings hitherto, 
and which has been taken notice of by our RE 
with much Faure and faueſacion; 


As 
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As our congregations are ſrequently excited to ren- 


Heathen nations, ſo we are alſo thankful to the high 


and benevolent promoters of this great work of God, 
and intreat God our Saviour, that he may graciouſly 
remember them ſor their kind aſſiſtance, and — 
them an eternal bleſüng. 1 


By this out public declaration, we intreat, with 


the moſt ſincere and chriſtian concern, our dear ma- 
giſtrates, yea and all our fellow-chriſtians, for the 


Lord's ſake, to continue their kind patronage to the 
miniſtry of the goſpel among the Heathen, to wiſh us. 
ſucceſs and bleſſing in this important work, not to 
ſuffer any to interrupt our labours, or to lay impedi- 
ments in the way of our miſſionaries, who, in the at- 
tempt itſelf, muſt always venture their lives: And 
that this our requeſt may find the more ready reception 
in the minds of all men, and that every one who is 
deſirous to be as well acquainted with our principles 
and practice herein, as we are among ourſelves, we 
will not decline to give the public once more an oppor- 
tunity of getting a more clear inſight into the nature 
of our labour among the Heathen, by publiſhing the 


lowing conciſe _ ; 


I. We never enter into 8 with any other 
denomination, nor do we endeavour to draw their 


members over to us. 


der unfeigned thanks and praiſe to our gracious Lord 
for the free acceſs which he has granted us among the 
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II. Mock leſs do we attempt to win over to our 
church any of the Heathen who are already i in con- 


nexion with thoſe of any other church. 


III. On to ſtand in che way of che miſionaric s of 
any other church. 


IV: Ws : are very attentive that the bond between 
the government and the Heathen may not in the leaſt 


ſuffer by means of the evangelical tenets; for ſhould 
this appear unayoidable in any p'ace, through tae 


nature of things, and the peculiar circumſtance of that 


place and people, we ſhould in chat caſe rather chuſe 
to retire from thence, 


V. WI E never atte t, by means of our inne 


to obtain the leaſt i in civil or commercial 


affairs, but are contented with what we can earn by 


our induſtry in uſeful employments for our ſup port, to 


the latisfaction of the government, | 


VI. As to the rights of the ſovereign and of th 


magiſtracy, we require no farther inſight into Ig 
than to know what is commanded and what is prohi- 


bited, that we may act conformable thereunto as loyal 
and obedient ſubjeRs, 


Whole heart ſubject to all magiſtrates who have the 
rule over us, and gladly exert ourſelves to the utmoſt 
to maintain the beſt underſtanding between the 
vernment and the converted Heathen ; (which, 
fact, follows of courſe) yea and allo to be as — 
1 0 mental 


Leaſt of all would we act out 
of any other principle than that of being with our 
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XE 143. 
mental as s poſlible | in eſtabliſhing the ſame good prin- 
ciples even among the unconverted. 


VII. WX carefully avoid intermeddling with any 
thing that can encreaſe the wrong and prejudicial ideas 


which the Heathen, Savages .or Slaves have nen : 
againſt the chriſtian religion. 


VIII. We confeſs. 2nd: preach to the Heathen, - 
e Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified,” as the Saviour of 
the world, becauſe ce there is no other name under 


e heaven given among men whereby we can be ſaved, 


ce but the name of Jeſus Chriſt ;” and we ſeek, as far 
as in us lies, to keep them ignorant of the many divi- 
ſions in Chriſtendom : But if they happen to have 


been informed thereof by: others, we endeavour with 


great precaution to approve ourſelves impartial, ſpeak 
of the ſeveral diviſions with much tenderneſs, and to 
extenuate, and not exaggerate the differences, that 
thus the knowledge of the myſtery of Chriſt may be 


increaſed, and miſapprehenſions diminiſhed. 


IX. We endeavour to treat our opponents with 


love and heartineſs, and to eraſe out of the minds of 


the Heathen all the thoughts they may have concern- 


ing the hardſhips and oppreſſion under which our 
Rrebren ſometimes labour, and which often becomes 


alogh Injupportable to the Heathen themſelves, 


X. Bur as to the main point itſelf, 1 che 
converſion of the Heathen to Him who has made an . 
atonement for the whole world with his own blood; 
(to Him, to whom all the chriſtians muſt yield) we do 
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not pive way, no not in the leaſt, but Rand faft upon 
the foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, and with 
faith and patience expect the conſtant aid and pro- 


tection of our Lord and Saviour according to his pro- 


miſe. We beſeech all men, to look to Vhs the 
« Apoſtle and High- prieſt of our profeſſion ;” and 
cannot refrain from warning each, with all gandfil⸗ 
neſs, leaſt, by oppoſition and trampling upon the ſeed 


of the glorious goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, he 


renders himſelf unfortunate, and expoſes, to a divine 


judgment, himſelf and thoſe who belong to him. 


' Ov duty to the public conſtrains us to make this 


ſolemn declaration, which we do accordingly here- 


with, and in the name of our Lord lay it before the 
impartial public } in all = Empty and love. : 


Linvszy-Hovsr, 
Sept. 22, 1768, 


In the Name of the Directors of the Miffions of the 
Brethren's Church among the Heathen, 


Auguſtus Gottlieb $ pmgeber, +; 
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